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SUBJECT: LESOTHO POLITICAL FIGURE INTERVIEWED 

1. BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS, OCTOBER 9, CARRIED STORY ON VISIT OF 
BASOTHO CONGRESS PARTY (BCP) LEADER NTSU MOKHELHLE TO GABORONE 
FROM LUSAKA FOR FUNERAL OE "A COLLEAGUE." STORY HIGHLIGHTS 
MOKHEHLE'S STATEMENT THAT HE WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO JOIN A 
"COALITION GOVERNMENT" IE THREE DEMANDS WERE MET: (1) A MEETING 
OF LEADERS OF ALL PARTIES SHOULD BE HELD OUTSIDE LESOTHO UNDER 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE OAU "OR ANY AFRICAN COUNTRY;" (2) EACH 

PARTY SHOULD LEAVE EREEDOM TO NOMINATE ITS REPRESENTATIVES TO 
THE MEETING, THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, AND THE CABINET; (3) THIS 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE A LIMITED PERIOD OF EXISTENCE 
AND MUST OPERATE UNDER THE 1966 CONSTITUTION. 

2. MOKHEHLE ALSO REEUTED STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY MADE BY LESOTHO 
PRIME MINISTER THAT MOKHEHLE COULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN COALITION 
"BECAUSE PEOPLE WOULD KILL HIM' IF HE PUT HIS FOOT ON LESOTHO 
SOIL". MOKHEHLE CLAIMED STATEMENT WAS "CHEAP PROPAGANDA." 

HE ALSO SAID "CALL FOR US TO JOIN" A COALITION GOVERNMENT WAS 
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THAT FINANCIAL AND MATERNAL AID TO LESOTHO HAS DROPPED "BECAUSE 
THE OUTSIDE COUNTRIES REALIZED THAT THE CURRENT INTERIM GOVERN- 
MENT IS A CHEAT AND HAS FAILED TO EULEILL ITS PROMISES". 

3. LEBANK MPHOTOKWANE OF OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT CLAIMED IN 
BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFE THAT SOTRY WAS PLACED WITHOUT 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OR APPROVAL BY HIS OFFICE. HE ADDED THAT SINCE 
MOKHEHLE WAS PRESENT IN BOTSWANA AS A BRIBE VISITOR FROM 
LUSAKA AND NOT AS A POLITICAL REFUGEE OR EXILE, REGULAR STRICTURES 
AGAINST PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY SUCH PERSONS WOULD NOT APPLY IN 
HIS CASE. DAILY NEWS EDITOR PAUL RANTAO IN SEPARATE CONVER- 
SATION ALSO SAID THAT SOTRY WAS RUN AS STRAIGHT NEWS ARTICLE 
WITHOUT PRIOR CHECK WITH THE OFEICE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

THOMESN 
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